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Neighbors and friends,
As Riverside County moves into and navigates through the Orange tier of California’s
Blueprint for a Safer Economy, our lives are beginning to feel some normalcy. We have
made significant progress and I have every ounce of confidence that we will continue to
stay the course.
Last week, the ONE MILLIONTH dose was administered in Beaumont to a resident of the
Fifth District. Although this is great news, we cannot forget the reasons why we are at this
point. This is a result of a variety factors, including lower case rates, increased testing and,
most importantly, more people getting their vaccinations. With additional vaccine
availability, younger residents are getting their vaccine and continuing our efforts. Though I
respect every individual’s choice to take the vaccine or not to take it, it is important to know
that these are the factors that determine how soon we can return to an open Riverside
County. I encourage you all to continue getting tested, vaccinated, and most importantly to
continue respecting personal liberties.
As the Pandemic hit in 2020, my office rapidly mobilized to support the changing needs of
residents and businesses. My team and I created collaborative partnerships with various
organizations such as Feeding America to develop events that had a meaningful impact on
the daily lives of residents. We also created the Helping Hands event to deliver County
resources such as Veteran Services, Department of Social Services, Code Enforcement,
Public Health, and many others directly into the community.
This year I will continue this same approach, Helping Hands events will happen throughout
the Fifth District to provide needed support. I have created a Fifth District Business Series
to better address the needs of businesses. These business seminars will focus on providing
business owners information that will help them reopen their doors and take advantage of
the available financial resources and tools at federal, state, and local levels.
I will continue to advocate for the residents of Riverside County and make sure that issues
that may arise are addressed. Please contact my office if you need any assistance and my
team and I will be more than glad to be of service.
Office: (951) 955-1050 Email: district5@rivco.org
Truly yours,
Jeff Hewitt
Fifth District Supervisor
Riverside County

Riverside County to advance into state’s orange
reopening tier Wednesday
The State of California announced that Riverside County
will move into the orange tier of the state’s reopening
framework Wednesday (April 7). The move is based on
meeting a statewide goal to administer 4 million vaccines in
disadvantaged communities, and the subsequent loosening
of the case rate threshold to move into the orange tier.
Tomorrow, more residents and patrons may be indoors at
businesses and places of worship. Bars will also reopen
outdoors for the first time since June 2020.
“We continue to make real progress with combating COVID-19 and the impacts on our
businesses and communities,” said Board Chair Karen Spiegel, Second District Supervisor.
“Cases have been steadily declining, vaccine supply is improved, and today the state
announced ending the tier system June 15. These are extremely positive signs that
Riverside County continues to move forward and recover.”
Retail businesses may increase capacity to 100 percent indoors. Places of worship, movie
theaters, restaurants, as well as museums, zoos and aquariums may increase indoor
capacity to 50 percent with modifications. Gyms, as well as wineries, breweries and
distilleries may increase indoor capacity to 25 percent indoors with modifications. Starting
April 15, meetings, receptions and conferences are allowed indoors up to 150, if all guests
are tested or fully vaccinated.
Riverside County’s cases have been steadily declining for several weeks. The county’s
current case rate is 3.5 per 100,000 people, percentage of positive tests is 2 percent and
the health equity metric is 2.3 percent.
Riverside County will need to remain in the orange tier for a minimum of three weeks and
meet the yellow tier metrics for two of those weeks before advancing further. Visit the
state’s
blueprint
website
for
more
information
and
modifications
at
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/.
To continue the decline in cases and advance into future reopening tiers, all residents are
urged to get vaccinated, test regularly and wear a mask. Visit www.rivcoph.org/COVID-19Vaccine-with-Registration to make a vaccination appointment. Appointments are now open
to all Riverside County adults and the Pfizer vaccine is available for residents 16 years and
up.
To get tested for COVID-19, visit GetTested.ruhealth.org to make an appointment. Other
testing options can be found online at: https://covid19.ca.gov/get-tested/.
For more information on business industry guidance and modifications to reopen safely, visit
https://covid19.ca.gov/industry-guidance/.

Riverside
County
to
expand
eligibility to those 16 and older for
COVID-19 vaccination

Teenagers 16 and 17 years old must be
accompanied by parent or legal
guardian to get immunization
Riverside County health officials are
expanding the eligibility for those who
want to get vaccinated at the four county-run clinics to those 16 and older, effective
Tuesday (April 6).
The change will open vaccine eligibility to hundreds of thousands of Riverside County
residents.
“The expansion of eligibility will allow the last large group of Riverside County adult
residents to get vaccinated, and bring us one step closer to herd immunity,” said Kim
Saruwatari, director of Riverside University Health System-Public Health. “Bringing the
vaccine to a younger population, where we have seen an increase in cases, is a big step
forward.”
Those who are 16 and 17 – who are eligible for the Pfizer vaccine – will need to be
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian to get vaccinated. Moderna and the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine are available to those who are 18 years and older.
“More vaccine is available now, and opening eligibility will move us even further towards our
goal of vaccinating the majority of our residents,” said Board Chair Karen Spiegel, Second
District Supervisor. “Vaccine works best when the majority of the population takes it.”
More than one million vaccinations – both first and second doses -- have been administered
to Riverside County residents through the county-run clinics and those operated by the
nearly 200 community providers. The county-run clinics are located at the Albert A.
Chatigny Sr. Community Recreation Center in Beaumont, Heritage High School in Menifee,
Tahquitz High School in Hemet and the Moreno Valley Mall. There are also clinics at six
community health centers operated by Riverside University Health System that are allowing
those 16 and older to be vaccinated.
To make an appointment, click www.rivcoph.org/covid-19-vaccine. Those needing
assistance making an appointment can call 2-1-1. The current wait times for 2-1-1 are
under five minutes.
*April 5th, 2021 Press Release

Launch of United Lift 2021 – Rental
Assistance Program
Applications

for

the

United

Lift

Rental

Assistance started March 8th. United Lift is a
rental assistance program coordinated
between the County of Riverside, United Way
and Lift to Rise in which rental assistance is
provided to members of the community due
to the current COVID-19 pandemic and
available through federal funding.
Eligibility Requirements include:
A household’s income cannot exceed 80%
of the Area Median Income in Riverside
County (all members of the household will be required to provide proof of income)
Renters in the County of Riverside with a lease agreement
Unable to make their rent payments, and
Able to provide documentation of a COVID-19 related financial impact.
Renters in the County of Riverside who meet the eligibility requirements may receive onetime rental assistance of $3,500 per household under the United Lift Rental Assistance
Program.
You can learn more regarding eligibility at: United Lift
You can check your application status or apply for Round 2 at: Status

Free Veterans
Moreno Valley

Drive-Thru

Stand-down

Come DRIVE-THRU our FREE event offering
Veterans and their loved one's resources,
such as health & wellness, housing,
education, job opportunities, legal services,
and food giveaways. VA providers will offer
medical and mental health information. along
with HUD-VASH and housing services, CA
AOC rehab and education services, and we
will host employment agencies, legal aid information, and FREE food giveaways. This event
is sponsored by VA Loma Linda.

Date: Thursday, April 22, 2021
Time: 10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M
Location: Tractor Supply/ Best Buy
27220 Eucalyptus Avenue
Moreno Valley, Ca 92555

Income Tax Filing Deadline Extension
Some good news this year is that the federal income tax
filing due date for individuals for the 2020 tax year has
been automatically extended from April 15, 2021, to May
17, 2021.
From the IRS website:
IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig has said "Even with the
new deadline, we urge taxpayers to consider filing as
soon as possible, especially those who are owed refunds.
Filing electronically with direct deposit is the quickest way to get refunds, and it can help
some taxpayers more quickly receive any remaining stimulus payments they may be
entitled to."
Individual taxpayers can also postpone federal income tax payments for the 2020 tax year
due on April 15, 2021, to May 17, 2021, without penalties and interest, regardless of the
amount owed. This postponement applies to individual taxpayers, including individuals who
pay self-employment tax. Penalties, interest and additions to tax will begin to accrue on any
remaining unpaid balances as of May 17, 2021. Individual taxpayers will automatically avoid
interest and penalties on the taxes paid by May 17.
Individual taxpayers do not need to file any forms or call the IRS to qualify for this
automatic federal tax filing and payment relief. Individual taxpayers who need additional
time to file beyond the May 17 deadline can request a filing extension until Oct. 15 by
filing Form 4868 through their tax professional, tax software or using the Free File link on
IRS.gov. Filing Form 4868 gives taxpayers until October 15 to file their 2020 tax return but
does not grant an extension of time to pay taxes due. Taxpayers should pay their federal
income tax due by May 17, 2021, to avoid interest and penalties.
The IRS urges taxpayers who are due a refund to file as soon as possible. Most tax refunds
associated with e-filed returns are issued within 21 days.
This relief does not apply to estimated tax payments that are due on April 15, 2021. These
payments are still due on April 15. Taxes must be paid as taxpayers earn or receive income
during the year, either through withholding or estimated tax payments. In general,
estimated tax payments are made quarterly to the IRS by people whose income isn't
subject to income tax withholding, including self-employment income, interest, dividends,
alimony or rental income.
The California Franchise Tax Board has also
extended their filing deadline to May 17, 2021
for 2020 Income tax returns. California grants
you an automatic extension to file your state
tax return. No form is required. You must file
by October 15, 2021. Your payment is still due
by May 17, 2021. Individual taxpayers who pay their 2020 taxes in full by May 17, 2021, will
not be subject to penalties and interest. This relief is available to all individual California
taxpayers without filing a request or contacting FTB.
Similar to the IRS, the due date for an individual taxpayer's 1st quarter estimate tax
payment for the 2021 tax year is not postponed and is still due on or before April 15, 2021.

The Office of Supervisor Jeff Hewitt has various openings for appointments on boards,
committees, and commissions (BCC). Are you interested in becoming a voice for your
community? than this is a great opportunity for you. If you have questions about the BCC
please feel free to contact our office at (951) 955-1050 for more information.
Current Openings:
Behavioral Health Mid-County- 1 Vacancy
In-Home Support Services Advisory Council- 1 Vacancy
Nuview/Romoland MAC- 2 Alternates and 1 Main member
Solid Waste Management Advisory Council- 1 vacancy

Current Update:
I-10 Tune Up Pavement Rehab
RIVERSIDE, CA – The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is continuing
construction on Interstate 10 (I-10) from Beaumont to State Route 111 (SR-111).
The following information is for the week of April 4 to April 10, 2021:During daytime work
hours of 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, construction crews will continue electrical
work, perform demolition, paving and roadway excavation going eastbound from 8th St in
Banning to SR-111. Additionally, crews will be performing pavement operations on the
outside lanes and shoulders from Main St in Cabazon to SR-111 going eastbound. At
Haugen-Lehman EB onramp, crews will be grading and performing excavation during these
daytime hours. Electrical work will also occur throughout the project area.
Alternating lane closures will occur during nighttime work hours, from 7 p.m. to 6:30 a.m.,
Monday through Friday.
• I-10 both directions, paving operations and k-rail placement will occur within entire
project limits from Pennsylvania Ave in Beaumont to SR-111.
This schedule is subject to change and is weather dependent. Know before you go! To stay
on top of roadwork in the Inland Empire go to Caltrans District 8 and sign up for commuter
alerts. Follow us for the latest information on Facebook and Twitter. To assist in planning
your commute, view live traffic conditions using QuickMap and planned lane closures.
For those with sensory disabilities requiring alternate formats (i.e. Braille, large print, sign
language interpreter, etc.) and those needing information in a language other than English,
please contact Public Affairs at 909-383-4631 or TTY 711.
###
Sign up for updates on the 1-10 Tune-Up

Make sure to take advantage of the countless opportunities available with our Workforce
Development department. Riverside County is home to several AJCC (America’s Job Center
of California) Workforce Development Centers, 1 of which is in Moreno Valley. The AJCC’s
offer Career Coaching, Job readiness workshops, Job Training, and resume assistance free
of cost to our community. The Career Resources areas are currently open to the public as
well as accessible by phone and email.
In the Fifth District, we have 2 Youth Opportunity Centers located in Perris and Moreno
Valley for ages 16-24. Not only do they offer career exploration activities, skill training and
work experience, they offer FAFSA assistance and educational development.
The County of Riverside Workforce Development division is present and available to help
connect County employers with employees of all skills and abilities. The Workforce
Development division is excited to announce two new tools for employers to utilize at no
cost!
The first is a virtual job fair platform for employers to connect with employees. It can be
used for a single employer’s recruitment, or a multiple employer job fair. Interested
employers can contact Jason Tang, Business Services Supervisor with any questions –
jtang@rivco.org or 951-955-3046.
The second tool is a free online job board: http://www.rivcojobs.org. Employers can
register and post their jobs for free. The job board is also free for job seekers to look at job
postings and apply for open positions.

